
 

NZ Update 28 November 2013 

Philippines Collection:  Thank you very much for your generous response to the request for funds to aid 

the typhoon relief in the Philippines. The collection at last week's service raised $518.10, and the LAC agreed 

to increase this to a contribution of $1000 from the Auckland congregation. 

Christchurch Outreach:  Here is an excerpt from a letter of thanks from the Christchurch Women's Refuge 

(now called Aviva) for toiletry bags prepared by the congregation-an outreach they do every year.  "On behalf 

of the hundreds of women who contact us each year seeking support for themselves and their children, I want 

to say thank you for caring and taking the time and effort to do something to make a difference in their lives. 

On October 23 we received your donation of lovely handmade gift bags of toiletries-they are much needed 

right now. Last year we supported over 1,200 women and children and that simply wouldn't be possible 

without support from people like you. Like us, you obviously believe that family violence is not OK anywhere, 

any time. Thank you so much for choosing Aviva as your way of making a difference to your community and 

the futures of many children, women and men within it." 

Sandra Joy, who serves in the Kaiapoi Foodbank, has asked me to pass on a request for prayers for an 

increase in income and donations for Kaiapoi Community Support's Foodbank as well as all of the foodbanks 

around the country. 

Senior Citizens' Luncheon Idea Spreading: The following message came in this week from Tony Murphy, 

who visited the Auckland church recently: "Just wanted to thank you for giving me the idea of doing a 

Thanksgiving meal for the seniors of the Nipomo Senior Citizens' Center where our 'All For Christ' congregation 

meets.  Our congregation enthusiastically endorsed the idea and we did it for 46 seniors yesterday.  It was 

highly successful, first for the seniors; they were very pleased and thankful for our expression of thanks. And 

it was a huge success for our congregation in taking a step towards community service in the community in 

which we meet.  All of our members come from other communities.  The location was chosen a dozen years 

ago or so because it was a location central to members spread 50 miles each direction. Please pass on my 

thanks and the thanks of the Nipomo Seniors (they asked me to do that) to your congregation as well." 

Visa: Catherine Burkinshaw this week received the great news that she has been granted a visa to stay in NZ 

for another year.  She wishes to thank everyone very much for your prayers! 

How can we "give thanks in all circumstances"? 

Today is Thanksgiving Day in the US, and I came across an article in this context which I thought included an 

insightful comment on the wording of 1 Thessalonians 5:18: 

"In a seasonal article he wrote for Time magazine, Rick Warren says: "Thanksgiving is a difficult holiday for 

many. How can you be thankful when your doctor says it's cancer? How can you feel grateful when the one 

you love just walked out of your life? Or when you've been fired.or your dream has collapsed.or an economic 

tsunami has wiped out all you've worked for? 

"This year became the worst year of my life when my youngest son, who'd struggled since childhood with 

mental illness, took his own life. How am I supposed be thankful this Thanksgiving? When your heart's been 

ripped apart, you feel numb, not grateful. 

"And yet the Bible tells us, 'Give thanks IN ALL circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.' 

"The key is the word in. God doesn't expect me to be thankful FOR all circumstances, but IN all 

circumstances. There's a huge difference. The first attitude is masochism. The second shows maturity. We're 

not supposed to be thankful for evil or sin, or the innocent suffering caused by these things. But even in 

heartache and grief and disappointment, there are still good things that I can be thankful for." 

Warm regards to all,  

Rex 


