
NZ Update – 24 June 2014

Greetings from Auckland.  I will be out of the office from tomorrow (Wed 25th) until next 
Wednesday (July 2nd), so I thought I would send this update earlier in the week than usual.  It has 
been a few weeks since the last update, as there has not been much news to report, but a few items 
have now mounted up, which I will summarise below.

Death: Mrs Cornelia Mienis of the Hamilton area died of motor neuron disease on 18 June, aged 78 
years.

Philippines SEP:  The church recently gave a small contribution towards SEP in the Philippines. The 
staff there have sent us a note of thanks, and pointed us to the following video, where you can see 
the campers thanking all of their sponsors, including us: SEP Viseyas 2014 Thank You

Wellington:  Brian Barnes reports that “Saturday night June 14th was Alasi Smith’s 60th birthday 
celebration. There were about two hundred people in the school hall they hired. Lovely food was 
served followed by an evening of South Pacific music, dancing, old time songs, and good friendly 
fellowship. The Tokelauan people are very friendly and musical. Great night!”

Upcoming events: A new issue of "Inside Life" magazine should be arriving in a couple of weeks or 
so.  The Church Board will be meeting in Wellington on July 9th, followed by a Ministerial 
Conference, which will include the Colatis from Fiji and the Davies from Vanuatu, as well as Rod and 
Ruth Matthews. Both Isei Colati and Carmen Davies have had health problems lately, so prayers for 
them would be much appreciated.

Auckland: On June 14th the Auckland congregation held a special afternoon tea to celebrate 
Barry and Gael Nottingham’s 50th wedding anniversary. I’m attaching a photo of the Nottinghams

cutting the anniversary cake. Barry and 
Gael are dearly loved pioneer members of 
the NZ church, who have faithfully served 
the church in many ways over the years, 

and in their marriage have set a wonderful 
example of commitment and love. Barry 
gave a talk during services reflecting on 
lessons learned during their years together.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAj2BxhAfqU


NZ Update – 24 June 2014 - continued

Auckland Church Website

All of the Auckland sermons are now being made available on the Internet. Lianne has posted 
the last 4 sermons in the “Events” section of the Auckland church website, at Sermon & 
Message Audio - GCI Auckland. Feel free to download and listen to any of these. They include a 
sermon by David Wong reflecting on his recent trip to Malaysia and Vietnam, as well as 
sermons I have given on “Mothers in the Bible” (which I note has already been downloaded 24 
times, since it has been on the web for several weeks now), “New Beginnings” and “The 
Comforter”.

The “Events” section also notifies the details of upcoming services in Auckland. A lovely photo 
of Isei and Va Colati points to this week’s upcoming service, where Isei will bring a Fijian 
flavour to our worship leading, and you will see that a special new service format is signalled 
for July 5th.

Lianne also continues to regularly add challenging and thought provoking messages in the 
“Blog” section of the website. Stats show around 60 people are visiting the website each week!

Well, that’s about it for now.  Remember, any news items from other areas are appreciated.  If 
something is happening in your “neck of the woods”, please let me know so we can share the 
news together. 

Best wishes to all, 

Rex

http://www.gci-auckland.org.nz/%23!message-audio/crq6
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