
Greetings from Auckland and a happy New Year to all!  
 
New website:  The www.gci.org.nz website has been substantially revamped and 
renewed.  Many thanks to Kerry Gubb in Australia, who did most of the redesigning work.  
Check on to the site and have a look at it! 
 
Refresher Weekend:  Our weekend in Waikanae, with the theme “Delight in Him: Seek 
His Face”, is now only a month away!  I’m attaching a registration form for printing and 
distribution to all interested in your congregation, in case you don’t yet have this. All the 
information you need about the Weekend, including the registration form, costings, pre-
reading suggestions and programme information can be found on the “Events” page at 
www.gci-auckland.org.nz.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for learning how our walk 
with God might become more energised, real and relevant. 
 
"Inside Life": The new issue is now being printed. 
 
Masterton:  Many thanks to Ruth Ornejas, 
who has sent the following update on the 
occasion of the first anniversary of our new 
church in the Wairarapa. 
 
“This month marks one year since GCI 
Masterton was opened. Filipino GCI members 
gathered together December 27,2014 for a 
worship service in Masterton. The service was 
highlighted by encouraging testimonies and a 
sermon.  
 
One of the members, Bro. Edwin Jovellano, 
shared his testimony on how his faith was tested in acquiring his residency. He told how he 
waited for more than a year, but today his 2 daughters are already with him and the other 2 
children are about to follow. 
 
Members were blessed by the message given by 
Pastor Tom Sotalbo titled "Living A Life With A 
Higher Purpose". Pastor Tom was an active 
Church missionary back in the Philippines and 
has helped many Filipinos in going abroad.  As a 
beekeeper he conducts seminars as part of his 
outreach ministry and most of them are already 
in New Zealand.  He emphasized that everything 
has a purpose and that God has a plan for 
everyone not only earning money abroad but 
sharing the blessing and the Good News into 
other parts of the world. 
 
Communion then followed, conducted by Ptr. Manny Ornejas, and the service ended with 
Tagalog worship songs and a shared Filipino food Pansit and Pandecoco.” 
 
Warm regards, Rex 
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