
 

 

NZ Update – 30 January 2014 

Greetings once again from Auckland! 

Gospel Bicentenary:  This year marks the 200th anniversary of Samuel Marsden’s arrival in NZ 
and the first recorded time the gospel was preached in NZ, at Oihi in the Bay of Islands in 1814. 

The churches in NZ will be commemorating this event in various ways during the year, taking the 
opportunity to again tell the story of the gospel to the people of NZ.  The commemoration will 

begin with the 7th NZ Christian Leaders’ Congress being held in the Bay of Islands on February 6th 
and 7th. Louis and Alasi Smith will be attending the congress with me next Thursday and Friday, 

and Louis will speak at our service in Auckland on Saturday. I’m planning to write an "Inside Life" 

article focusing on the bicentenary of the gospel in NZ. 

Hope Project:  Last year we mentioned that the church was supporting the “Jesus—All About 
Hope” 2014 interdenominational outreach project, which aims to give every home in NZ an 

opportunity to hear the gospel in a non-threatening way towards the end of 2014. The original 

project involved three TV ads using well known faces to direct people to three booklets, which will 
be delivered to every home.  Because of financial constraints, this has been reduced to one TV ad 

and one booklet.  This will contain a gentle but effective introduction to the gospel, encouraging 
people to visit a church and directing them to a website which among other things will include a 

profile of each of the denominations in the country.  This is precisely what "Inside Life" magazine 

is aimed at doing. 

Project leader, Dave Mann, says “The gospel bicentenary is an amazing opportunity and this 
project can help us utilise it to the full: sharing clearly the message those first missionaries risked 

life and limb to bring to this nation, and which many Maori later devoted their lives to spread also. 

There are positive stories from our history that have not been widely told, and this project can 
share some of them broadly. Every home will also hear of Christ, which hasn’t happened for thirty 

years. This is significant!”  

GCI is supporting this programme.  More details can be found at www.hopeproject.co.nz. May I 

encourage you to have a look at what is planned, and take the opportunity given on the website 
to sign up for prayer updates. 

  

Warm regards, Rex 

http://www.hopeproject.co.nz/

