
NZ Update 3 March 2016

Greetings again from Auckland!

Fiji: In the aftermath of Cyclone Winston, Isei Colati reports that the Suva 
congregation wasn’t able to meet the last two weekends as a result of the storm, with 
most homes still being without power and water. But they are planning to meet again 
this coming Saturday. The members in the rest of the country are also without power 
and water, but are all okay.

The Church has been able to help a number of cyclone-struck members with 
emergency food assistance. Although no one suffered major damage to their homes, 
some have faced a food shortage because of the destruction of their gardens. The 
local members are organising some collections for additional assistance. The Panuve’s
and Mrs. Kanaimawi have donated some of the materials, clothes etc. left over from a 
Church fund-raising garage sale to the Red Cross. Some vegetable seeds and sweet 
potato cuttings will be taken to Ra for our two families there to plant for their food 
supply.

Isei sent the following report on his recent visiting trip: “We just returned from a very 
inspiring and experience packed visit to our Northern Fiji brethren. Our visit to the 
North was met with some disaster, Cyclone Winston, but the inspiring spirit of the 
visit was there all the time. We had opportunity to encourage our brothers and sisters 
in this time of crisis.

At our first stop, we had a Bible study service and prayers with our members in 
Lekutu, the Tokalaus. We baptised their son who has been counselled for baptism 
before. We spent 3 days with them. Every opportunity was taken to discuss the 
importance of looking unto Jesus, The Author and Finisher of our Faith; Jesus Christ is 
Lord of All and understanding the true Gospel and the Grace of God’s Judgment. 
There is a very strong move of the Mormon Church and the Jehovah’s Witness Church 
in Fiji.



Our second stop was in Labasa where we had two families (12). We had Bible study 
and prayers every evening on the same themes. We were there for 5 days. Our cross-
over to Taveuni was delayed for 2 days because I caught a skin rash called shingles 
which required special medication and some traditional massages, which are not 
available in Taveuni.

Our third stop was Taveuni, to which we crossed over by ferry, and had Bible study 
and prayer sessions with the Tumua family on Friday and Saturday.

Saturday morning was when the Cyclone struck. The 2 wharves on the island were 
broken and the ferry that took us across ran aground and got broken into pieces along 
the rocky shores of the island. The cyclone hit us for about 3 to 4 hours (9.00am –
1.00pm) and then it was gone. Communication was cut off at the same time.

We went to visit the Covert family on Sunday to check on their home and we had a 
group study and prayers with them, and were able to bless their three weeks old 
daughter Amanda, a beautiful addition to 5 older sisters.

The radio news information that we received was that the ferry service might be 
restored and back to normal in 3 to 4 weeks, taking into account that all the wharves 
in the Northern Division were broken and the national crisis was to be tackled 
according to the priority of needs.

This is when we decided to cross over by outboard so that we could have possible 
communications to check on all our brethren’s situations Fiji wide. This we were able 
to do on some mountain ridges on Vanualevu. Communication overseas was also 
possible. We were in Lekutu for another 2 days until a ferry was available for our 
return home. Many thanks for all your prayers and concern for the Fiji brethren.

Warmest regards, Isei and Va

Isei’s report reminded me of some of the 
accounts of Paul’s journeys in the book of 
Acts! One in particular of Isei’s sentences 
above struck me as being very similar in 
wording to Acts 27:41 “But the ship struck a 
sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast 
and would not move, and the stern was 
broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf.”

Cyclone Winston from 
space (Wikipedia)



INSIDE LIFE
A new issue of our 
evangelistic magazine 
is out now!

Vanuatu: The long and very severe drought in Malekula continues, and this week we 
have sent another sum of money to enable the purchase of more rice for the 
sustenance of the members there.

Local Prayer Request: June Camplin is wanting to sell her ‘right to occupy’ leasehold 
house in Feilding so she can move into a rest home apartment in Palmerston North 
that she has lined up. But she’s getting hardly any enquiries and would like to sell in 
the not too distant future. She has been working steadily to dispose of furniture, 
books, etc. that she no longer will need and the house is starting to look sparsely 
furnished, so moving is a priority for her. Prayers on June’s behalf would be 
appreciated.

Hope Project: The TV ads start to air this Sunday, 
building momentum for the
'Jesus Connection' booklets that will be delivered 
nationwide from March 14th.

"Inside Life": The new issue has now been posted 
on www.insidelife.org.nz.

Warm regards to all,

Rex

Copies being delivered to areas by 
commercial delivery and additional copies 
made available for congregations.

Download a copy of the full magazine, or 
individual articles from Issue 24.
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