
NZ Update – 16 April 2015

Vanuatu Visit: 

Isei and Va Colati have returned from a very successful visit to Vanuatu. They arrived in the country 
just two weeks after Cyclone Pam had ravaged the islands, so were able to assess the impact of the 
storm on our members. Here is Isei’s report: 

Before we left Fiji, we purchased some vegetable seeds like watermelon, cabbages, tomatoes, 
beans, pumpkins, and lettuces for the members to plant so that they can get some quick cash and 
have some to help in their food supply, realizing that most of the crops would have been damaged 
or destroyed. 

We also purchased some basic medical supplies to assist in countering the diseases that normally 
come after hurricanes.

John Davies picked us up at the 
airport, and we were able to see 
the severe damage on the road 
to his home. The photo shows 
how the whole road has been 
washed away, replaced by a new 
beach front which runs for 1.5 
kms. The road was so bad that it 
was not possible to go back. 
John had to request for a family 
friend who had a 4x4 van to take 
us to the airport the following 
morning to catch our flight to 
Malekula. John also had his 
toolshed blown down. 

We arrived in Malekula at 8.00am, and went down to the 
small town to pick up some supplies and the timber 
which William Davies had sent from Santo for the repair 
to the Church’s rest house. 

One of the highlights of the trip was the counsel and baptism 
of 3 new people into the Body of Jesus Christ, Michael and 
Liliane Roucklily from Rory and Giselle Taren in Vila.



It was very encouraging to see all our 
members come together every day to assist in 
the repair of the rest house roof (see photo at 
left), do a general clean up of the compound 
and bring in sand from a nearby beach . 

(Photo below shows collection of sand at the 
beach.) 

Some 2nd hand clothes that we took with us 
were distributed to the members after 
services on the Saturday. 

On Tuesday night all the members came in 
together for fellowship and general discussions, 
questions and answers -- 42 members came. 
We had Bible studies on Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday nights, and the Lord’s Supper on 
Thursday evening, followed by another session 
of questions and answers, and a showing of a 
Young Ambassadors film.

Attendance at services and the Bible study on 
Saturday was 55. 

Even on Sunday morning while waiting for our transport to go to the airport the whole church came 
in together with more questions which we answered from the scriptures. 

Our work on the roof was sometimes disrupted by questions to clarify some doctrines etc. This was 
very encouraging for us. Every evening all the members including us prepared food for dinner and 
supper after Bible Study. We had to run the generator all the evenings. We appreciated the truth of 
Psalm 133 on “How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

When we returned to Vila, we were able to visit Euan Kanas, who has been quite ill, and confined to 
bed. He requested if we could sing some hymns, which we did and for a print out of some Bible 
verses which we read before anointing him. We have a wheel chair in Fiji which we will send to him 
with some of his urgently needed medication which is not easily available in Vila. We drew up a list 
of needs with Mrs Kanas. 

On our second visit to the Kanas family their 
three daughters were present, Jane who lives 
in Fiji, Beverly who lives in Tanna and Ruth 
who lives and works in Vila plus their children. 

The Kanas family were able to fix the damage 
caused by Cyclone Pam to their ceiling. (Photo 
at right shows broken ceiling panel). 

It was a very exciting and most uplifting trip 
for us. - Isei Colati



Since receiving the above report from Isei I have heard from John Davies that services in Vila last 
Saturday went really well. The members sang songs from the hymnal, watched a video of Mr 
Tkach and prayed together. He asked for prayers for the church in Port Vila, which will be 
meeting twice a month, and also for the full recovery of Euan Kanas. 

Christchurch: Jan Visker has been home 
for two weeks now following some initial 
complications in her recovery after a right 
hip replacement. She is certainly thankful for 
freedom from the constant pain she used to 
have in her right hip. Regular home care 
help is coming into her home and she is 
getting some physiotherapy at home, too. 
Cards can be sent to her at 87 Pegasus 
Drive, Pegasus 7612. 

Brian Collins is having a knee operation on 
24th April and appreciates our prayers. 

Wellington: Louis Smith has been asked to 
make a presentation at the Creativity 
Challenge 2015 conference this weekend, 
joining a number of international speakers at 
an event billed as “the biggest and most 
important creativity event ever held in New 
Zealand”. Louis’ presentation, on Sunday 
morning, is entitled “Creativity Crosses 
Community Boundaries”. 

He appreciates our prayers for his 
participation and also his learning from others 
at this event. The website link is: 
www.creativitychallenge.co.nz. 

Brian Barnes mentioned in a message on 
Monday that “Caleb Gordon was married to 
Gemma Rasmussen in Featherston on 
Saturday, and Dagmar and I, and Alasi and 
Louis went up on the Sunday for a barbeque 
brunch and mingle. Was very enjoyable at a 
lovely old homestead venue. The skies were 
spot on for both days!” 

Hawkes Bay: Joce Bull, one of the pioneer 
members of the church in NZ, died last 
Thursday. Her funeral was held in Napier on 
Tuesday. 

On Friday April 3rd Eric and Jenny celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. A 
recommitment service officiated by Dennis 
Richards was held in the Havelock North 
Function Centre.

Hawkes Bay cont’d
A video recording of their grandson Theodore 
Krause playing Trumpet Voluntary on the 
trombone was shown as Eric and Jenny walked 
in. Rachel Krause read an excerpt of the 
poem “Circle of Love” by Edmund O’Neill.
Following the service drinks and canapés were 
served while people mingled, signed the guest 
books and tree, with Kristine Chadwick and 
Brigette Tiederman playing flute duets as 
background music.

The celebrations continued into the evening 
with a buffet meal. Peter Best was an 
entertaining MC, Peter Wood who was best 
man at the wedding 50 years ago gave a 
speech, a slide show with family photos from 
the 50 years was shown during dessert. After 
the meal the Anniversary Waltz was played 
with Peter Best and Jenny leading out the 
dance. The evening ended with the cake 
cutting.

Church family Betty Thompson and Ken Smith 
from the South Island and Brian & Dagmar 
Barnes, Louis & Alasi Smith from Wellington 
and Dennis & Sue Richards from Palmerston
North were able to join local friends and family 
for the celebration. Rachel and Kristine flew in 
from England and Jonathan from the United 
States. Peter, Jocelyn, Kathleen, Charlotte 
and Christopher (Wellington) and Jennifer 
(Hastings) were all able to be there for the 
event.



Auckland: The Auckland congregation put on a special afternoon tea after services on April 
4th to farewell Gael McInnes, who has moved to Te Puru on the Coromandel peninsula. Gael 
has been a real pillar of the congregation over many years, speaking, worship leading, 
counselling, writing for the bulletin, helping with catering, serving in numerous areas, 
including on the Pastoral Team and the Church Board, not to mention her work as a school 
chaplain. Gael moved in order to be closer to family, and to reduce stress levels which had 
caused her health problems in recent times. Needless to say she will be greatly missed by the 
Auckland members, but we wish her all the best in her “retirement”. 

Warm regards to all, 

Rex 
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