
NZ Update – 16 May 2014

Hi there!  The Suva Church had a special celebration for Mother’s Day.  I’m attaching a report on 
the event from Isei and Va Colati.  By the way, prayers for Isei’s health would be much 
appreciated. He has recently been in hospital suffering from asthma and high blood pressure, and I 
understand yesterday he had to return to the Emergency Department, so this is an urgent request 
for your prayer support for Isei and Va, please.

The New Zealand Church is sending a small contribution to help with an upcoming Summer 
Enrichment Program (SEP) which will take place May 26-31 in Visayas, Philippines, with an 
attendance of 110 youths. We supported this camp last year also, where the attendance was 55 
youth, of whom 15 were baptised during the camp.

Lianne has recently listed GCI Auckland on "Church Cloud". Church Cloud is an international 
directory of churches, helping connect people with congregations and find out more about their 
ministry, and church events can be posted there too. It links in with a site called “Sermon Cloud” to 
help churches do ministry online.  Lianne also posted my sermon from last week on Sermon Cloud. 
(Mothers Day Sermon). This was the first Auckland sermon to have been recorded in this way, and 
there were some teething problems with the microphone, so the sound quality will improve in 
future.  As a matter of interest, I did a search this morning for “Mother’s Day” on “Sermon Cloud”, 
and found the sermon listed in the first 10 results, and apparently it has already been downloaded 
8 times.

Warm regards to all,

Rex…

http://www.churchcloud.com/gci-auckland
http://www.sermoncloud.com/gci-auckland/mothers-day-may-2014/


MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION SERVICE – SUVA FIJI
We celebrated Mother’s Day on the 10/05/14 in Suva.

It was very inspiring when the Suva Church mothers took the centre stage 
to lead in all the aspects of the worship service.
Worship was led by Mrs. Colati.

Mrs. Cati gave a testimony on honouring your parents 
which will always bring blessings.

Mrs. Mue Tora gave the second testimony on 
appreciating all her family upbringing her as the queen 
of the home. 

This made an opposite turn to a struggling mother of 
four in her home when her husband left them. Her 
solution was looking to Jesus who said that He will 
never leave us nor forsake us. This is a true statement 
for all, in all our struggles in this life.

It was very much appreciated when a mother and her 
daughter, who is also a mother, gave the main sermons 
for the Mother’s Day Celebration Service.

Mrs. Kanaimawi gave a most needed message on 
service; it will be difficult to serve a God which we do 
not see if we are not even doing service to one another 
in our families and the Church, who we associate with 
every day of our lives. 

Parents and children were admonished to rekindle this 
basic character which was a normal characteristic 
found in our church, not so long ago, usually 
commented by people around us. 

Mrs. Alisi Panuve added to the same emphasis that all the upbringing and teachings at home must be done in 
love, always looking to God in prayer to see how we can be participating with Him because he is already 
involved first before us in all our situations, especially in the upbringing of our children. Teach by example and 
the whole family must be involved in a loving relationship looking to the Triune God always for He is the way the 
truth and the life. 

This year the youths were given the responsibility, of preparing lunch and refreshments for our mothers after 
service. They prepared a most sumptuous "lovo" lunch plus all the dishes which represented our diverse culture 
in Fiji, which are many. 

Not only that, the amount of food they prepared could feed twice 
the size of the Suva Church number and still have some left over. 
We are really very appreciative to our youths in the way in which 
they have shown their dedication and their commitment to God’s 
Way of Life.

They also prepared a big Mother’s Day Cake which was cut by 
Mrs. Kanaimawi and Mrs. Cati. 

--Isei & Va Colati
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