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GOD THE WARRIOR! 
 

Recently a minister was asked this question:  “God seems to sanction raw violence in the Old 
Testament. Does His character change in the New Testament?” 
 
It’s an interesting question. It is certainly true that the Old Testament contains accounts of one terrible 
war after another. Often God is thoroughly involved in these wars – instructing Israel to go into battle 
to fight their enemies, and even commanding them to kill innocent children! In 1 Samuel 15:3, God 
told Saul to “go and attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Put to 
death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.” Saul left some 
of the animals alive, and God punished him for this. 
 
How are we to understand this in the light of Jesus’ command that we should love our enemies? 
Does this show the God of the Old Testament is different to the God of the New Testament? 
 
In Leviticus 23:23-25, God commanded His people of Old Covenant Israel to have a special annual 
Holy day on the 1st day of the 7th month, a “sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts.” 
What was the meaning of this “Day of Trumpets”? 
 
One way to find out is to consider the Bible examples where trumpets were used. They were used for 
a number of things, e.g. to call the people together, to announce the coronation of a king, or other 
important events, especially times of celebration, at the beginning of months, and to announce the 
Resurrection, but the major purpose of trumpets we want to concentrate on today is that they were an 
alarm of war. 
 
Jeremiah 4:19-21 19 “Oh, my anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart! My 
heart pounds within me, I cannot keep silent. For I have heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard 
the battle cry. 20 Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins. In an instant my tents are 
destroyed, my shelter in a moment. 21 How long must I see the battle standard and hear the sound of 
the trumpet?” 
 
What does the Bible say about war? Quite a lot! The first mention of war is in Genesis 14:1-2. 
Abraham’s nephew Lot got caught up in this war, carried off into captivity by one of the armies (v 12).  
What did Abraham do about this? 
 
Gen.14:14 “When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained 
men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan.”  
 
Interestingly, Abraham had an army of 318 trained men, and he went into battle to recapture Lot. 
(Verses 15-16). He used a night attack and a pincer movement – the first mention in the Bible of 
military tactics. It wasn’t just a defensive war, but an offensive war in territory far from his own! Verses 
18-20 show that Jesus blessed Abraham and took the credit for the success of the battle! (v 20b) 
 
In Genesis 19:29, God killed everyone in Sodom and Gomorrah, including innocent babies (as He did 
also in Noah’s flood.) 
 
Exodus 15:3-4 God is a Warrior! 3 “The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His name. 4 Pharaoh’s chariots 
and his army He has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea.” 
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Exodus 17:8-9 “8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to 
Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of 
the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” 
 
When Israel was attacked, Moses had no hesitation or qualms about ordering Israel to fight back. 
God caused them to win the battle. 
 
Verses 10-13 10 “So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur 
went to the top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but 
whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they 
took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one 
side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the 
Amalekite army with the sword.” 
 
God didn’t correct, discipline or criticise Israel for fighting. 
 
Verses 14-15 “14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered 
and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from 
under heaven.” 15 Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. 16 He said, “Because 
hands were lifted up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites 
from generation to generation.” 
 
God helped Israel wipe out the Canaanites. 
 
Deut. 7:22-24 22 “The Lord your God will drive out those nations before you, little by little. You will not 
be allowed to eliminate them all at once, or the wild animals will multiply around you. 23 But the Lord 
your God will deliver them over to you, throwing them into great confusion until they are destroyed. 
24 He will give their kings into your hand, and you will wipe out their names from under heaven. No 
one will be able to stand up against you; you will destroy them.” 
 
In Deuteronomy 20, God gave laws regulating warfare. He didn’t say to avoid it, but told Israel to fight 
hard in war. They were to totally wipe out the enemy. 
 
Deut.20:1-4  1“When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army 
greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the Lord your God, who brought you up out of 
Egypt, will be with you. 2 When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and 
address the army. 3 He shall say: “Hear, Israel: Today you are going into battle against your enemies. 
Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not panic or be terrified by them. 4 For the Lord your God is the 
one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.” 
 
Verses 10-13 10 “When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. 11 If they 
accept and open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labour and shall work for 
you. 12 If they refuse to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city. 13 When the 
Lord your God delivers it into your hand, put to the sword all the men in it.” 
 
Verses 16-17 16 “However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. 17 Completely destroy them—the Hittites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the Lord your God has commanded 
you.” 
 
Verse 18 gives a reason for this. God hates sin. 

“18 Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the 
detestable things they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the Lord your God.” 
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Verses 19-20 are interesting: other trees can be used to build siege works, but not fruit trees! 
 
19 “When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting against it to capture it, do not destroy its trees 
by putting an axe to them, because you can eat their fruit. Do not cut them down. Are the trees 
people, that you should besiege them? 20 However, you may cut down trees that you know are not 
fruit trees and use them to build siege works until the city at war with you falls.” 
 
The books of the prophets contain a lot of warfare (as do the books of the Kings and Samuel.) 
 
Here is an interesting passage, which shows that God used Assyria to war against Israel: 
 
Isaiah 10:5-6 5 “Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath! 6 I 
send him against a godless nation, I dispatch him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and 
snatch plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.” 
 
When we come into the New Testament, we realise John the Baptist and the disciples thought that 
Jesus would be a Warrior leader who would lead them into battle against the Roman dominion. But 
Jesus came meekly as a Prince of Peace. He showed His attitude to war in Matthew 26:50-56 – He 
wasn’t going to bring His Kingdom by warfare at that time. 
 
John 18:36 “Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 
my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
 
If His Kingdom was a physical one, as it was in the Old Testament, He would fight a war! But it is now 
a spiritual Kingdom, and a spiritual warfare He is involved in. And we are told to get involved in that 
war.  
 
1 Timothy 6:12 says “Fight the good fight of the faith”, and 2 Timothy 2:3 says “Endure hardship like a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 3“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The 
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 
 
We’re in a spiritual war! And we have spiritual armour to put on to fight it. 
 
(Ephesians 6:10-18) – Verse 12 says “our struggle isn’t against flesh and blood but against rulers and 
authorities and the powers of this dark world, and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
 
But the physical war isn’t over yet. 
 
Zechariah 14:1-3 1“A day of the Lord is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be plundered 
and divided up within your very walls. 2 I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the 
city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, 
but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city. 3 Then the Lord will go out and fight against 
those nations, as He fights on a day of battle.” 
 
Prior to Christ’s return God is going to fight a physical war again, as He did in the Old Testament 
times. 
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Revelation 11:15 “The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, and 
He will reign forever and ever.” 
 
This is the most striking use of a trumpet in all history. It is an alarm of war! Prior to Christ’s return 
there will be a time of global warfare described in Revelation 16 (e.g. verse 14: “battle”.) 
 
Revelation 19 describes Christ’s return.  Rev. 19:11 “I saw heaven standing open and there before 
me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and wages 
war.” 
 
The first thing He’ll do is fight a war. A physical war. Unfortunately war is necessary when dealing 
with mankind, as we see throughout the Bible. 
 
Rev 19:14 “The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean.”  We’ll be with Him, because the trumpet also signals the resurrection. 
 
Rev. 19:15-21 15“Coming out of His mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He 
will rule them with an iron sceptre.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
16 On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, 
“Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, 
generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, great 
and small.” 19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to 
wage war against the rider on the horse and His army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with it the 
false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who 
had received the mark of the beast and worshipped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into 
the fiery lake of burning sulphur. 21 The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the 
rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.” 
 
So going back to the question at the beginning of the sermon:  “God seems to sanction raw violence 
in the Old Testament. Does His character change in the New Testament?” 
 
We have seen the answer is NO. From Genesis to Revelation, God’s character remains consistent. It 
is a character which above all is LOVE. Therefore it hates evil. And evil forces, led by Satan, use 
violence and war to rebel against God. And God, because He is working with men in a physical 
creation, needs to use opposing warfare to overcome evil. 
 
God is a holy God of justice. Genesis to Revelation is an unfolding story of God’s great victory over 
sin, evil and death. Goodness and severity go hand in hand in this story. 
 
So the Bible references to the trumpet as an alarm of war show us that God is and always has been a 
great Warrior, a Warrior against sin and evil. 
 
Sadly there is going to be a terrible time of war involving all nations before Jesus returns. But at the 
final trumpet blast He will return to fight the war that ends all wars – the Last Trump will be an alarm 
of war! – with the Saints fighting for Him and rising with Him in the resurrection which is also 
announced by that trumpet blast. 
 
For us right now, a spiritual war is going on for each of our lives. Let’s fight that war as soldiers of 
Christ and depend on God the Great Warrior to give us the victory! 
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