
NZ Update – 8 August 2014

Hi there. A few prayer requests and updates to hand this week, and then an article 
honouring the outreach work of one of our members.

Jan Visker has been in Christchurch Hospital suffering from severe hip pain. She is now at 
home again, pain free but with mobility difficulties as she awaits a hip replacement operation 
expected to take place in September or October. Jan appreciates our prayers at this time.

Ken Smith’s wife Margaret died on July 27th in Wanaka, after a battle with cancer for a 
number of years. 

The following notes about Walter Wurms, long time Wellington member who died in June 
at the age of 83 were recently published in the Wellington congregational bulletin, and I 
thought it would be good to share them with the church nationwide.

Shlomo was subsequently sent to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp and died in 
the gas chambers there as did so many of his relatives and friends. Also during the war, 
Walter’s uncle was actively involved in the underground, forging ration cards. Young Walter 
acted as a courier ferrying these back and forth; at checkpoints they did not tend to search 
children. But Walter was always precocious and would even engage the sentries in 
conversation while they searched the adults before slipping through himself. He once carried 
a loaded pistol through. He had also befriended a German harbour master, whose friendship 
allowed him to visit the countryside occasionally and he would bring back bread and other 
foodstuffs on the return home. Young Walter actually found these escapades exciting!

Following the war, Walter enrolled in an agricultural college (in the region where his mother 
had come from) and then in 1950 emigrated to New Zealand. He initially worked as a farm 
manager, first in Waikato, then in Whiteman’s Valley. But the city lights proved too bright 
and he moved into the city where he was variously a bus driver, taxi driver, hardware 
proprietor, real estate agent, insurance salesman and several other commercial enterprise 
occupations. It was while he was driving buses that he met Una McDonald, in New Zealand 
for a few months on a working holiday.

"Walter’s life story is an interesting one. He was born 
in Amsterdam, in the Netherlands, on 20th May 1931, 
to a Jewish father (Shlomo) and Friesian mother 
(Tijtsk), hence his formative years were spent under 
German occupation. He had one older sister (by 5 
years), Edna. Shlomo was an artist and painter. 
During the war Shlomo was arrested on one occasion 
for not wearing the yellow star required of all Jewish 
citizens. More dangerously, he and Tijtske hid a 
Jewish family in their house’s upper storey for some 
months before discovery after a tip-off from a Nazi 
sympathiser and traitor.

About Walter Wurms …



She used to catch Walter’s bus (they called him “the Flying Dutchman”!) and while he was 
often late, people loved the “entertainment” he always provided. One day, travelling 
together on the bus, Walter told her he’d bought a house and invited her to see it! It was a 
dilapidated old Tudor-style house in Lyall Bay. This is where they would later raise their 
children, Tiernan, Kirsten and Arun.

In his retirement years Walter turned his energies toward community service, and was 
particularly active in Grey Power, did fund-raising for World Vision, and regularly drove for 
Meals on Wheels.

Short of wheels
Meals on Wheels are struggling for volunteers in Porirua. RHIANNON 
McCONNELL joined them for a morning, delivering meals.

Beryl Harris works a five-day 
week and all for free.
The 76-year-old has volunteered 
for Meals on Wheels for the past 
30 years.
Recently, the organisation has had 
a major shortage of drivers in the 
Porirua area.
‘‘ We should have different people 
for each day of the week. Not the 
same people coming in all the 
time,’’ Harris said. ‘‘ I’m filling in 
because there aren’t enough 
drivers.’’
It’s not an onerous task spread 
across many people, but with just a 
few it can become too much, she 
said.
Harris is the area co-ordinator for 
Porirua and Plimmerton. She said 
she liked what the organisation 
provided – cheap meals for the 
elderly who could no longer cook.

‘‘I like meeting people and I like 
helping people. It doesn’t cost 
much to run around in the car and 
you get a chance to help someone 
who needs help.’’
Her mission is simple: get people 
their hot meals at the right time.
Kapi-Mana News tagged along for 
the Tawa run last week. It started 
with meeting at the Kenepuru
Hospital kitchen to collect the hot 
meals, usually meat and veg and a 
dessert to top it off.

Then we were off in the car, 
whizzing about Tawa to get the 
meals to people before they got 
cold. Harris had a smile and chat 
for everyone.
One couple, David Widdowson, 
84, and his wife Ada, 78, said it 
made life a lot easier. David had a 
heart attack in November and they 
have been receiving the meals since 
then.
‘‘ It makes a big difference because 
David can’t do anything very much 
and I can’t stand for very long,’’ 
Ada said.
After delivering eight meals we 
were back at the Kenepuru kitchen. 
Some days Harris has to do four of 
these runs in the Porirua area, and 
with a bad back it was starting to 
take its toll.

Beryl Harris: This week 
the outreach work of 
Wellington member Beryl 
Harris with “Meals on 
Wheels” has been 
featured in the “Kapi-
Mana News”. Here is the 
article and a couple of 
photos they published, 
showing Beryl and the 
great contribution she 
has been making. 

Congratulations to Beryl!
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