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Auckland Seniors’ Luncheon:

Last Saturday the Auckland congregation hosted our annual event thanking the Mt 

Eden Senior Citizens’ Club of the use of their hall for our weekly services. Twenty 
seniors came along, and everyone
enjoyed the occasion very much.
Many of the same folk attend every
year, so we are getting to know 
them quite well, and they really 
look forward to this event.

Once again, Ian Darke set a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere as he 
played many old favourite tunes on
the piano as the guests arrived. 
Marilyn Wong led the kitchen crew, who presented a wonderful three-course hot meal. 
David Wong directed the hall set-up, Lianne Trevarthen produced a colourful 
programme brochure, and Barry Nottingham screened the movie “Woman in Gold”, 
starring Helen Mirren. Once again, the event was a roaring success thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.

Wellington Movie night:    (From Anita Ward)
Once or twice a year a year the Wellington congregation has a movie evening, generally 
in the winter months when it gets dark early. This is preceded by a shared meal and 
then we settle down in the armchairs and other seating that the hall provides, and 
nibbles (chocolates and other sweets) are provided and it all starts to feel like being in a 
boutique cinema!

Our choice for the July 18th was “Belle”, a 2013 British period-drama inspired by the 
1779 painting of Dido Elizabeth Belle beside her cousin Lady Elizabeth Murray. The 
painting was commissioned by their great-uncle, William Murray, 1st Earl of Mansfield, 
then Lord Chief Justice of England. Very little is known about the life of Dido Belle, who 
was born in the West Indies and was the illegitimate daughter of Mansfield's nephew. 
Her mother was a slave.



The film is a work of historical fiction, inspired 
by a painting and the evidence that Dido was 
brought up at Kenwood House where it was 
painted. The relative lack of details of Belle’s 
life allowed the movie considerable artistic 
licence in framing the young woman's story, 
within the broader historical context of the 
slave economy and the abolition movement. 
What is known is that Lord Mansfield ruled on 
a court case in 1786, shown in the movie, 
giving a decision that contributed to the 
abolition of slavery in Britain.

The 1779 painting is attributed to an unknown artist. It hung in Kenwood House until 
1922 and now hangs at Scone Palace in Perthshire, Scotland. It was one of the first 
European portraits to portray a black subject on an equal eye-line with a white 
aristocrat.

Although the movie dealt with some serious themes, it was portrayed in an inspiring 
way and featured well-known actors. All agreed it was a good choice for the evening. 
Some of the younger members of the congregation watched a DVD of the latest Sponge 
Bob movie on TV in a side room.

Festival Accommodation: 
If anyone hasn’t yet booked accommodation at Willowhaven, there is still some space 
available there. Still available for the festival period are 3 cabins, 1 tourist flat and 1 
chalet.  If you would like to make use of this accommodation, please contact 
Willowhaven (ph. 07 357 4092, or email bookings@willowhaven.co.nz) as soon as 
possible, as in a week or two from now it will be released to the general public.

"Inside Life":  I hope everybody is taking the opportunity to distribute copies of the 
latest issue in your neighbourhoods. Today I received the following letter from one of 
our regular subscribers: “Thank you for the latest "Inside Life". An excellent issue—
they all are of course, but the material in this issue particularly so.

“I was prior to its arrival sitting down nightly with my son who obviously had received 
some inaccurate information at school. I proceeded to outline to him the specifications 
of the planets and their exact positions—any one of them a second out, especially the 
sun and moon, and life here would not exist. Then, lo and behold, the magazine 
arrived and we read it together. There is no such thing as ‘luck’, ‘chance’ or 
‘coincidence’, or random arrangements to the colossal assembly of life here on earth!”

Warm regards to all, 

Rex


