
 

 

NZ Update – 23 January 2014 
 
Greetings once again from Auckland!  A few items of news this week… 
 
Earthquake:  Dennis Richards reports that our members and families suffered “no injuries, just a little bit of 
material loss here and there”, in Monday’s 6.2 magnitude Eketahuna quake. Dennis and Sue were visiting Gordon 
Macdonald at Eketahuna at the time it struck, and Dennis described hearing “a tremendous sound like a 
jackhammer, with very sharp continuous jolting causing pictures to fly off the walls, and the pantry to empty out 
on to the floor”.  On returning to their home in Palmerston North, the Richards found crystal glasses and 
ornaments had fallen off the mantelpiece, and there was damage to their hot water cylinder.  Similar damage 
was sustained by many hundreds of others in the area, including several of our members. 
 
Prayer Requests and Updates:  Mike Wright is now home again in Queenstown, and wishes to pass on thanks 
to everyone for your most welcome prayers and cards. He is still suffering from weakness and restricted mobility 
on the left hand side of the body, and the stroke has left him with some dyslexia, which makes writing a slow 
and difficult process. He is also suffering from constant fatigue, needing to rest every 20 minutes or so. 
Continued prayers for God to grant Mike a full recovery are much appreciated.  
 
Yvonne Herman had an MRI scan (checking out suspected cancer) on Tuesday and is now waiting for the results, 
which she will get on February 5th. Yvonne appreciates our prayers very much.  
 
Sandra Joy (Christchurch) requests prayers to make the supply greater than the need, at food banks nationwide. 
The food bank she works for in Kaiapoi has changed its name to the “Community Pantry” and is discussing other 
changes which will be necessary if available funds continue to diminish. 

Refresher Weekend:  It's on again!  The 2014 Refresher Weekend takes place the weekend of 28 February – 2 
March at El Rancho. This year’s theme is "Stirred, not Shaken” –standing firm within the turmoil of our 
times.  The Waikanae weekend has become a unique and valued spiritual gift of GCI NZ, affording a chance for a 
large slice of the church to come together, in one accord, from diverse backgrounds, to rekindle our hope 
together in tangible fellowship. It’s a buzz in every sense! Everybody knows everybody else… or very quickly will! 
Fun, food and fellowship—in the Presence of the Author of accord, diversity, hope and love. 

The registration form and information package were attached to last week’s update, and are online at 
http://www.gci-auckland.org.nz/#!refresher-weekend-2014/c22ws. Please return the form by February 10th. 
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity!  
 
Magazines:  The latest issue of the UK “Plain Truth” is being sent to the congregations today, and we still have 
copies of the new "Inside Life" for distribution.  If you’d like to deliver any to letterboxes in your area (and don’t 
have access to the bulk copies sent to some of the congregations), please feel free to request extra copies from 
the office.  
 
Anniversary:  Last Saturday the Auckland congregation was delighted to celebrate James and Jennie Smith’s 
30th Wedding Anniversary with a special afternoon tea after services. 
 
Love and best wishes to all, 
 
 
Rex 

http://www.gci-auckland.org.nz/#!refresher-weekend-2014/c22ws
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