
NZ Update – 9 July 2014

A big hello from Auckland!

Conference: On Friday morning the National Pastoral Team will be meeting in Wellington, followed by a meeting 
of the Board of Trustees in the afternoon. On Saturday and Sunday there will be a ministerial conference, with 
the theme “GCI’s Part in Aotearoa New Zealand”. Your prayers for God’s guidance in all these meetings are 
greatly appreciated.

Death: (From Dennis Richards): “Sadly, the Wellington congregation lost one of its kaumatua (elders) on 
Saturday.  Walter, aged 83, died suddenly after a massive heart attack about 3pm, having been admitted a 
couple of days earlier for shortness of breath, which turned out to be fluid on the lungs.  He was seemingly 
coming right, having already been checked out for having had a coronary and being cleared of that.  Sue 
and I learned of this when we went to visit him after completion of services, and it was apparent that the 
staff had been surprised by his sudden downward turn and were doing all they could to retrieve him.

“By that time, of course, the family had been advised and the news was already getting around (amazingly, 
a call from the hospital followed by a call to Walter’s son Aaron in the US, who posted the news on his 
Facebook page, which was read by Cornelia Porteous in Wellington and the news then went out around the 
church here).  Sue and I called in to see Una in her new home (she and Walter had moved in only on 
Tuesday) and found her “holding it together, just” (her words) with her son Tianen (apologies if misspelt) 
there already from the Hutt Valley and daughter Kirsten just arrived from Hamilton (Aaron arrives 
tomorrow).  It was a stressful time for all but they were glad to see us both.  We spent about an hour with 
them and helped with an initial To Do list for the days ahead.

“Please let everyone know if they have not heard…

“We will miss Walter enormously at church.  Always good fun, he had a sage and steady approach to all he 
did, was active and serving in the community (Meals on Wheels, Grey Power, etc.).”

Dennis Gordon will be officiating at the funeral, which will be on Thursday at 2pm at Tawa Union Church, 6 
Elena Place, Tawa.

Speaking of Dennis Gordon, I recently received a message from him reporting that he has now begun
his fifth year of teaching at the Wellington Pacific Bible College. Dennis 
wrote: “My involvement was at the request of the Principal Eseta Roach, 
whom some may remember as having joined us for a training weekend at 
El Rancho in, I think, 2009.  Each year I do a 12-week course, with the last 
week being an exam, for a small group of Samoans, some of whom have 
teaching roles in their churches. The first two years I taught the book of 
Genesis, followed by two years in which I taught the epistle to the 
Hebrews. This year it is the Pentateuch, which I enjoyed researching.”

Warm regards to all,

Rex

http://www.pacificbiblecollege.ac.nz/
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