
NZ Update – 10 April 2014

While in Port Vila, before flying to Rory, I had lunch with John 
Davies and his children Carmen and Letitia, and met Euan and 
Eveline Kanas in their shop. The mainstay aircraft of the Air 
Vanuatu fleet had broken down, causing a chain reaction of 
delays and schedule changes, so my flight to Rory ended up 
departing about 6 hours late. I spent that time sitting at the 
airport waiting for the boarding call, while William Davies and 
Billy Taren spent a frustrating day waiting at the Norsup
airport for news of when my plane would arrive. Trying to get 
any news from the authorities was worse than pulling hens’ 
teeth, but one has to simply wait at the airport in case the 
flight is suddenly arranged on a substitute plane, which can 
happen without much notice.

Vanuatu: I had a profitable trip to visit the members in Vanuatu last week, the first time 
I had been there since 2012.

William and I stayed in the guest house constructed by the church in 2012, next to the church meeting
hall we had built a few years earlier, in Rory village. There was a bit of rain, and a few mosquitoes, and
we used torches at night because there is no power, but the water supply recently provided to the area
by NZ government aid is still going well, adding greatly to the quality of life there.

About 40 people attended a church service on
Wednesday, where I spoke about the meaning of
the Lord's Supper, after a sermonette by Marius
Taren about worship. Marius, one of Billy’s sons, is
being sponsored by the church to undergo studies
with the Pacific Theological College in Fiji, and is
benefitting greatly from this learning. Another of
Billy’s sons, Hombre, was the worship leader for the
service. I gave the sermon in English and it was
translated into Pidgin by William. As well as blessing
two children during the service, I was asked to carry
out the “blessing of the yams” ceremony, done
annually at the beginning of the yam harvest. Each
family brought a yam or two, the firstfuits of the
season, colourfully decorated with flowers, and
placed them at the lectern, ready for the ceremony.
The two children blessed were twins belonging to a
family who have recently begun attending at Rory.
They have 7 children, all boys!

The yams to be blessed, colourfully decorated with flowers.

The Rory brethren are doing well, and send their regards to all in NZ. There is a major health worry 
though. Both Billy and Lina Taren are suffering from diabetes and high blood pressure. Lina has been in 
hospital a couple of times recently, in quite a bad way.

The yams to be blessed, colourfully decorated with flowers.



The twins who were blessed – Edrico & Rodrico Leken

William and I were scheduled to go to Santo on Thursday, but because the plane had not yet been fixed there 
was some concern our travel arrangements were in jeopardy. But in the end the flight was only delayed by an 
hour or so. It was raining as we waited at the airport, which wouldn’t have been a problem, except that the 
airport has no roof, since it was burnt down in a land dispute about 15 years ago! So we sheltered as best we 
could in a small covered rea, huddled together with other travellers and baggage.

Rory members enjoying lunch after services

I spent a night at the Davies’ home in Santo, enjoying the 
time with William, Carmen and Lindy. They have grown 
many beautiful trees and flowers around their house, set on 
a small plantation about 30 minutes from town. 
Unfortunately the constant rain meant we were unable to 
have a full tour of the property. Now that the Davies are 
getting older, the large property is a lot for them to handle, 
so they are wanting to sell it and will most likely move to 
Port Vila, to live near their son John.

After flying back to Vila on another delayed flight, I was 
able to have a Bible Study last Saturday with John Davies, 
Euan Kanas and Giselle Taren (one of Billy’s daughters) and 
her son Colin, before returning to Auckland on Sunday.

Fiji: Isei and Va Colati recently visited the members in the Northern division of Fiji (Vanualevu and Taveuni
islands). Here is an excerpt from their report on the trip:

“On Taveuni we blessed the youngest of the five daughters of Mr. Keith and Roseanna Covert, on her first 
birthday. The whole Covert family came together for the celebration, four brothers, one sister and their 
families. Most of them were brought up in the church when they were young. We encouraged Mr. Phillip 
Covert their father if he could organise more family get togethers for Bible study and prayers: it may rekindle 
their interest again. There were 53 including us in the celebrations.

“Our visit to Lekutu village was interesting because all the members of the settlement where we met came 
for our Bible study and prayer sessions. There were 30 at the first session. They requested that we bless 
their children, which had never been done before. We did some anointings and blessed 19 children including 
some already in secondary school. We also addressed with them the need to refocus on the Gospel of Christ 
and who we are in Him and not on who is Christ for us.

“A couple mentioned that they could not sleep after the Bible study because they were so thrilled about the 
truth of the gospel. They have been Christians all their life. The community really need the Gospel.”



Receipts:
The annual receipts were delayed a little by my trip to Vanuatu, but I have sent them all out this week. 
Our accounting program only inserts one figure for the total amount of donations given during the year 
for each person. If anyone would like a breakdown of the donations throughout the year, just let me 
know. Thank you very much to all of our contributors for your greatly appreciated financial support 
during the year, enabling the work of the church to be done. It is a great blessing that we are able to 
claim a third of all of our contributions back (there is no longer a maximum amount) as a tax rebate.

Prayer Request:
Mohan Jayasekera, our pastor in Perth, is in hospital 
following a mild stroke. His wife Nihara reports that when 
Mohan got up in the morning a few days ago, his mouth 
was drooping and his speech was slurred, so she called 
for an ambulance. Mohan remains in the hospital for 
observation and testing. He is mobile and coherent. 
Prayers are requested for his full recovery, and also for 
Nihara and the family at this time.

Warm regards,

Rex

http://update.gci.org/2012/09/mohan-jayasekera/
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